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CONFIDENTIAL TAIPEI 2746 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS, PINT, SHUM. TW 

SUBJECT: COMMUTATION OF PRISON SENTENCES 

REF: TAIPEI 2121 (NOTAL) 

BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

1. THE EXECUTIVE YUAN APPROVED THE DRAFT STATUTE FOR THE 
COMMUTTATION OF SENTENCES IN MEMORY OF THE LATE PRESIDENT 
CHIANG ON MAY 15 AND SUBMITTED IT TO THE LEGISLATIVE YUAN 
FOR ACTION. THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THE STATUTE IS EXPECTED 

TO BE JULY 14, THE HUNDRETH DAY AFTER THE BURIAL OF 
PRESIDENT CHIANG-ONE OF THE SPECIAL DAYS FOLLOWING A 
FUNERAL ACCORDING TO CHINESE CUSTOM. 

END UNCLASSIFIED. 

BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL 

2. THE INTENTION TO COMMUTE SENTENCES WAS ANNOUNCED ON 
APRIL 20 (REFTEL) AND WE UNDERSTAND THERE HAVE BEEN 
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ORGANIZATIONS SINCE THAT TIME ON THE SCOPE OF THE COMMU- 
TATION. EMBASSY LOCAL CONTACTS ARE DIVIDED ON THE POLITICAL 
SIGNIFICANCE OF COMMUTATION: MANY SEE IT AS A GESTURE TO 
THE TAIWANESE (SOME TAIWANESE EVEN ANTICIPATE A NUMBER OF 
THE MORE PROMINENT DISSIDENTS MAY BE RELEASED); OTHERS, 
PRINCIPALLY IN INTELLECTUAL AND YOUTH CIRCLES, SUGGEST 
THE ACTION MAY BE A GESTURE TO THE PRC. AMONT THE LATTER, 
COMMUTATION IS INTERPRETED VARIOUSLY AS (1) PROOF TO THE PRC 
THAT THE GROC CAN WITHSTAND GRAND GESTURES SUCH AS THE 
RELEASE OF KMT "WAR CRIMINALS" WHILE GOING ONE BETTER 
AND/OR (2) A RECIPROCAL GESTURE ENCOURAGING THE PRC TO 
TAKE FURTHER POSITIVE STEPS IN ROC/PRC "DETENTE". 

3. THE EMBASSY IS NOT RPT INCLINED TO SEE THIS 
ACTIONS AS A POSITIVE GESTURE TO THE PRC— INDEED THE 
COMMUTATION SPECIFICALLY EXCLUDES THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN 
MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY AND COMMITTED CERTAIN CRIMES 
OF SEDITION -AND BELIEVES THE TARGET AUDIENCE IS PROBABLY 
THE TAIWANESE. WE WILL BE REPORTING IN GREATER DETAIL 
ONCE WE HAVE HAD AN OPPORTUNITY FOR CAREFUL REVIEW OF 
THE STATUTE AND ITS IMPLICATIONS. HOWEVER, FINAL ANSWERS 
AS TO THE SCOPE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS COMMUTATION 
MUST, OF COURSE, AWAIT JULY 14 WHEN WE CAN SEE WHO IS 
RELEASED. END CONFIDENTIAL POPPLE 
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